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‘Operation Grinchbusters’ helps reduce crime during holiday
Why can’t we bring

justice to the people?

‘‘OOppeerraattiioonn  GGrriinncchhbbuusstteerrss’’  hheellppss
rreedduuccee  ccrriimmee  dduurriinngg  hhoolliiddaayy

BY GARY ALAN RUSE

T
he holidays are a festive
and event-filled time for
most everyone, but they
also bring an added
threat of crime aimed at

shoppers who are out buying gifts for
family and friends. The Town of Cutler
Bay’s “Operation Grinchbusters” pro-
gram was able to reduce greatly that kind
of activity between Thanksgiving and
New Year’s Day.

Operation Grinchbusters focused on
high profile target areas such as
Southland Mall, Best Buy Shopping
Center (Marlin Road and S. Dixie
Highway), Old Cutler Town Center (SW
204th Street and Old Cutler Road), Toys
R Us (SW 198th Street and S. Dixie
Highway), Publix Shopping Center (SW
184th Street and S. Dixie Highway), and
businesses along S. Dixie Highway
between SW 184 Street and SW 198
Street. Other areas also were included in
the plan.

Mayor Peggy Bell said she was pleased
with the results from this year’s effort by
the town’s police units.

“They stopped so many things that
could have happened by having their
undercover cars there and their police
cars there and being very diligent,”
Mayor Bell said. “One of the things I was
most proud of is that there were 274 citi-
zen contacts. At a time when the country
is having so many problems feeling con-
fident in the relationship they have with
their neighborhood police, ours really
reach out and make sure that the residents
know that they’re there for them and
they’re there to protect them and to hear

their concerns. The fact that there were
274 contacts in just that one month period
says a lot.”

The General Investigations Unit (GIU),
Neighborhood Resource Unit (NRU) and
the Crime Suppression Team were
involved in the program. Besides directed
patrols there were park and walk activi-
ties, covert surveillances and proactive
enforcement.

“We’re super proud of our police and
the work they did to make this a safe hol-
iday season for residents,” Bell said.
“One of the reasons we incorporated is
that we now have a fully staffed police
force for the number of residents we have.
We didn’t have that in 2005. Before
incorporation we had two officers
patrolling 40 square miles, and now we

have between eight and 13 officers at any
given time on patrol.”

Holiday related crimes include rob-
beries, residential burglaries, commer-
cial burglaries, vehicle burglaries, stolen
vehicles, aggravated assaults, and aggra-
vated battery. In the past criminals often
stole purchased gift items from cars in
mall parking lots, robbed shoppers walk-
ing alone to their cars, or committed
other crimes, such as shoplifting.

During the period between Nov. 24,
2014 and Jan. 1, 2015 there were only
four robberies, 14 vehicular burglaries
and 33 cases of larceny.

The town manager’s office issued a
report crediting the police for keeping the
numbers of those crimes lower than they
were before the program was put in place.

A Cutler Bay Policing Unit patrol car is pictured at this Kmart.
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<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 1.8)
  /CalRGBProfile ()
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.25000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.25000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [734.400 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


